
Morning Services 10.30am  
At the High School  

Alistair Purss          Senior Pastor           07882698428 

David White Associate Pastor 07476379865 

Church Office Mon—Fri am 01387 268926 

Lesley Mackay    Church Secretary      01387 247456 

Ian Penn Treasurer 01387 263242 

Important Contact Details 

Evening Service  6.30pm 
Newall Terrace 

Date Subject Speaker 

2 July  
Communion 

Evening Service at Marquee Rev David White 

9 July  
Communion 

DBC Praise & Testimony Evening Rev Alistair Purss 

‘THE BE ATTITUDES’ 
A SERIES ON THE BEATITUDES FROM THE BOOK OF MATTHEW 

16 July  Blessed are the poor in spirit 
Matthew 5:3 

Willie Taylor 

23 July IP 
Communion 

Blessed are the meek 
Matthew 5:5 

Rev Alistair Purss 

30 July  
 

Blessed are the merciful 
Matthew 5:7 

Rev Alistair Purss 

6 Aug  Blessed are the peacemakers 
Matthew 5:9 

Rev David White 

13 Aug  
 

BE salt and light Dr Alistair Mackay 

‘FAR TO NEAR’  - A SERIES FROM THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

20 Aug 
Communion 

Rejecting - Psalm 74 Rev David White 

27 Aug  IP 
Communion 

Remembering - Psalm 137 Willie Taylor 

3 Sept DBC FOCUS SERVICE -  
BMS (Baptist Missionary Society) 

Rev David  
Kerrigan 

10 Sept 
Communion 

Restoring - Psalm 79 Dr Alistair Mackay 

17 Sept  Returning - Psalm 126 Rev David White 

24 Sept IP 
Communion 

Redeeming - Psalm 107 Willie Taylor 

‘The BE attitudes’ – Studies on the beatitudes from the 
gospel of Matthew 
 

St Augustine wrote a commentary on the Sermon on the Mount in 
AD393. At the beginning of his commentary he says; “Anyone who 
piously and earnestly ponders the Sermon on the Mount, as we read it 
in the Gospel of Matthew, I believe he will find therein… the perfect 
standard of the Christian life”. I like this quote from St Augustine 
because what he says points me away from self-effort and self-
righteousness to Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ alone is the perfect standard 
and righteousness of God. Jesus Christ in His life is our perfect 
example to follow and in His death and resurrection is our perfect 
righteousness to be received through repentance and faith. Why? He 
fulfilled all the righteous requirements of God’s law perfectly – this is 
impossible for us to do.  Even the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law 
could not do this! 
 

Jesus said; “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. For truly 
I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not 
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 
until everything is accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one 
of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
Pharisees and the Teachers of the Law, you will certainly not enter the 
kingdom of heaven” – Matthew 5:17-20 from the NIV. 
 

I think Eugene Peterson in his paraphrase of the Bible unpacks these 
verses even more clearly than the NIV does. “Don’t suppose for a 
minute that I have come to demolish the Scriptures - either God’s Law 
or the Prophets. I’m not here to demolish but to complete. I am going 
to put it all together, pull it all together in a vast panorama. God’s Law 
is more real and lasting than the stars in the sky and the ground at your 
feet. Long after stars burn out and earth wears out, God’s Law will be 
alive and working. Trivialize even the smallest item in God’s Law and 
you will only have trivialized yourself. But take it seriously, show the 
way for others, and you will find honour in the kingdom. Unless you 
do far better than the Pharisees in the matters of right living, you won’t 
know the first thing about entering the kingdom” – Mathew 5:17-20 
from the Message. 
 

The power of Jesus’ ‘Sermon on the Mount’ is the fact that He fulfilled 
His own teaching. Jesus said on a number of occasions that “the 
Kingdom of God is near”. What He was saying is, “I am here, so the 
Kingdom of God is here!” To be part of God’s Kingdom we must 
accept and trust in Jesus Christ by faith. It is His perfect sinless life that 
paid the ransom for all who break God’s law.  
 

Having trusted in Christ by faith, we then must seek to follow His 
example. This is the practical challenge of the Sermon on the Mount. It 
must be worked out in our lives. It was D. H. Lawrence who once said, 
“The followers of Jesus would have to look a lot more like their Master 
if His teaching was going to be taken seriously in the modern world”. 
During the summer months we will study the Beatitudes and discover 

the kind of attitude that Jesus Christ expects of His followers. 

 

Special Diary Dates 

Date Subject Speaker 

2 July  
 

All Age Service at the Marquee Rev Alistair Purss 

9 July IP All Age Service at the Marquee Rev David White 

‘THE BE ATTITUDES’ 
A SERIES ON THE BEATITUDES FROM THE BOOK OF MATTHEW 

16 July  
Communion 

The ‘BE’ attitudes   
Matthew 4:18-22; 5:1-2 

Rev Alistair Purss 

23 July  Blessed are those who mourn 
Matthew 5:4 

Rev Alistair Purss 

30 July  
Communion 

Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness  

Matthew 5:6 

Rev Alistair Purss 

6 Aug  
Communion 

Blessed are the pure in heart 
Matthew 5:8 

Rev David White 

13 Aug IP 
Communion 

Blessed are the persecuted 
Matthew 5:10-12 

Rev David White 

20 Aug  DBC ALL AGE ‘BACK TO SCHOOL’ 
SERVICE 

Kristoff  
Henderson 

A SERIES FROM THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH 

27 Aug Nehemiah prays - Ch 1 Rev David White 

3 Sept 
Communion 

BMS Harvest Festival  
(Children in for first half hour) 

Rev David  
Kerrigan 

10 Sept IP Nehemiah acts - Ch 2 Rev David White 

17 Sept  
Communion 

Nehemiah involves others - Ch 3 Rev David White 

24 Sept 
 

Nehemiah overcomes opposition 
Ch 4; 6:1-14 

Rev David White 

2-9th July Summer Mission at Georgetown 

26-27th Oct Scottish Baptist Assembly at Motherwell 

19th Nov DBC Anniversary Celebration with Eddie Lyle 

29th Nov AGM @ 7pm 
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Nehemiah, he helped those in the second category; people 
who had made bad choices and were suffering the 
consequences. Nehemiah had compassion and did something 
to help a group of people who perhaps in some people's eyes 
did not deserve it, but who needed someone to act on their 
behalf and help to 'raise them up'. I thank God for those who 
have shown me compassion and helped to raise me up when 
I have suffered because of my bad choices! 
 
Nehemiah was comfortable and relatively well off; he had a 
good and secure job as cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. He 
enjoyed a position of honour and influence. Suddenly into 
the midst of his comfortable lifestyle, Nehemiah received 
news that made him uncomfortable! His brother contacted 
him to tell him about the terrible ruin and destruction of 
Jerusalem and how his very own people were discouraged 
and dismayed. God's people had been suffering because of 
their own disobedience and sin against God. God had told 
them to sort out their ways, but they failed to do so and, as a 
direct result of their own bad choices, were carried off to 
Babylon and into exile. It would appear that their time of 
judgement and exile was coming to an end and that God was 
going to bring his people back home to Jerusalem. 
 
Nehemiah was instrumental in helping God's people to 
restore their broken city. Although he was not directly 
involved or responsible for what had happened to his people, 
he took personal responsibility and identified himself with his 
people and their sin. He prayed and interceded for his people 
and took their backsliding to his own heart, repenting and 
asking God for forgiveness and restoration. He prayed that 
God would give him favour with the King to get permission 
and receive all the provisions he would need to literally raise 
up the city of Jerusalem from ruins and restore its people. 
 
Without a shadow of a doubt Nehemiah is one of the most 

remarkable characters recorded in the Bible. He was selfless 

in his concern for his people, put himself at risk for the sake 

of his people, suffered fierce opposition in helping his people 

and eventually succeeded in fulfilling the call that God gave 

him to raise up a city and it's people! Nehemiah's trust and 

confidence in God and his perseverance to do what he did 

are a great example to us all. The book of Nehemiah is a 

remarkable account of what one person can achieve under 

God to raise up a whole nation! 

 
 
 
 

BAPTISM/MEMBERSHIP 
If you’d like to be baptised or would like to find out 
more about baptism and/or church membership, 
please speak to Alistair Purss or David White. 

'Far to Near' - Studies from the book of Psalms 
 
Over the last few years we have dipped into the Psalms on two 
occasions and so it is exciting to be doing so again for this 
series. In his large commentary entitled 'The Treasury of 
David', C. H. Spurgeon says that he could never find a 'richer 
store house'. This is the privilege of having the Bible, the Word 
of God. God has provided us with a rich storehouse from 
which to draw. 
 
Saint Augustine once said that God had provided, in the middle 
of the Bible, 'a looking glass for the soul', because in and 
through the Psalms we can easily see ourselves and our 
situations. John Calvin called the book of Psalms the 'anatomy 
of the soul'.  He even went further in saying that 'there is not an 
emotion of which anyone can be conscious that is not here 
represented as in a mirror'. Saint Athanasius said; 'Most of 
Scripture speaks to us while the Psalms speak for us.’ I trust 
that the reflections about the Psalms from these great Christian 
thinkers and writers will be our experience as we study through 
some of the Psalms.  
 
'Far to Near' sums up well this teaching series in the Psalms. 
The Psalms we will study  recount times when God's people 
found themselves far away from God because of their own 
disobedience and sin, when God judged their sin by using their 
enemies and when God intervened in these times of trouble, 
doubt and distress, drawing his people back to himself by his 
love and grace.  
 
This evening teaching series from the book of Psalms will 
complement our morning series from the book of Nehemiah 
really well. Together they will remind us of our great God who 
may seem far removed at times because of difficulties, 
challenges and our waywardness, but who longs to draw us 
back near to himself. 
 

'Raised Up' - Studies from the book of Nehemiah 
 
How do you feel and act when you become aware of the 
suffering of others? What about people suffering because of 
illness, loss, poverty or injustice - do you feel compassion for 
such people? What about people who are suffering because of 
their own bad choices - do you feel compassion for such 
people? If we're honest, perhaps we find it easier to have 
compassion for the first rather than the second example of 
people!  
 
Does our compassion translate into action? It did for 


